
Derby Public Schools I Make A Difference Award Winners Announced at 
Board of Education Meeting on October 23

Sherrie Rebel, Derby North Middle School teacher, and Shonda Kooser, Parents as Teachers Volunteer, are the October 
recipients of the I Make a Difference Award.

Sherrie has dedicated over 30 years to Derby Public Schools and even more to public education. She currently teaches 
Read 180 at Derby North Middle School, a class that provides reading assistance to students. Sherrie makes a unique and 
memorable connection with each student she encounters. At work, Sherrie’s positivity is valued, appreciated, and noticed by 
others. She often brings in treats for the breakroom, accompanied with a positive message. She knows that a little 
pick-me-up goes a long way and always knows when her co-workers are in need. This, along with her other actions, and 
positive attitude have an incredible effect on other staff in the building. She not only engages students in the classroom 
daily, but continues to enrich and encourage many students’ thirst for knowledge during the summer as well. For the last 15 
years, Sherrie has successfully managed a summer Space Camp program offered to 3rd through 6th graders. Her passion 
for teaching and space are evident in her execution of this program, year after year. You could say that Sherrie’s teaching 
and personality are out-of-this-world! Amy Steadman, who nominated Sherrie, shared that education can be tough at times. 
Student situations can be challenging. Teachers can become overwhelmed. Sherrie’s positive attitude is undoubtedly loved 
and appreciated by those lucky enough to call her a friend, co-worker, or teacher!

At Parents as Teachers, Shonda volunteers her time to lead Music and Movement, which is a class for kids from birth to age 
five. While encouraging parents to interact with their children, her positivity and smile make it almost impossible for them 
not to join along with the silly words or actions. During a typical Music and Movement class, Shonda can be seen crawling, 
jumping, swaying, and clapping. Through Music and Movement, Shonda takes the focus off of perfect singing or dancing 
and instead reminds parents of the power that music has to help them connect and engage with their children. Music and 
Movement averages around 100 parents and children, and is the most attended monthly event at Parents as Teachers. 
Shonda’s contagious presence is a big part of this high attendance rate. She plans and delivers an amazing hour of 
interactive and educational fun at no cost to Parents as Teachers or their families. This is a testament to her genuine desire 
to help families connect with one another. Shonda can lead an entire room while still helping parents specialize their 
interactions to best fit their child’s age and needs. Allison Brown, a parent educator who nominated Shonda, shared that 
Shonda is often breathless at the end of each class since her energy level always seems to be at an eleven! Families can’t 
help but have a blast while Shonda is up front singing and dancing with all of her heart. In addition to this role, Shonda 
dedicates time to serve as an active and valuable member of the Parents as Teachers advisory board. 

Sherrie and Shonda, thank you for making a difference at Derby Public Schools.
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The mission of Derby Public Schools is to create a tomorrow that is better than today by ensuring all students continually grow
and learn. Our vision is that every student, every day, is preparing for the future.
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